Call for Papers: Japan Track at the 3rd World Conference on Smart Tourism

We are excited to announce the establishment of the Japan Track at the 3rd World Conference on Smart
Tourism (WCST 2025), to be held from December 17-20, 2025, in Macau, China. The conference will
bring together researchers from around the world to discuss Smart Tourism in the Age of Al

Japan welcomed a record 36.87 million inbound tourists in 2024, with total visitor spending exceeding
8 trillion JPY (above USD 50 billion). While this growth has fueled the tourism industry, some regions
are facing challenges related to overtourism, making it a pressing social issue. As Japan enters a new
phase in its tourism policy and industry, digital technologies and Al-driven solutions are expected to
play a key role in addressing these challenges.

The Japan Track will feature presentations in English focusing on smart tourism, digital transformation,
Al applications, Virtual Reality (VR), Augmented Reality (AR), robotics and automation, tourism
innovation, and sustainable tourism in Japan. This is a valuable opportunity for researchers to showcase
their work, exchange ideas, and engage with international scholars.

We invite academics, industry professionals, and graduate students to submit abstracts (150 words) by
June 30, 2025. Full papers (1,000 words) are due by August 31, 2025.

For practitioners participating in the Japan Track, it is possible to submit presentation slides instead of
a full or short paper. In such cases, submission of an abstract and slides will be sufficient to apply for a
presentation at the conference.

Outstanding full papers presented in the Japan Track will also be invited for publication in a special
issue of the Journal of Smart Tourism (Theme: Smart Tourism in Japan, scheduled for publication in
2026).

For more details and submission guidelines, please visit the official WCST 2025 website:

& https://astworld.org/conference/call-for-paper.php

Or please contact:

Sungsook KANG (Tezukayama University): kangss@tezukayama-u.ac.jp
Hirokazu KOBAYASHI (Kokugakuin University): h_kobayashi@kokugakuin.ac.jp
Juhyeok JANG (Hokkaido University): jang.juhyeok@imc.hokudai.ac.jp

We look forward to your participation in WCST 2025 and the Japan Track!
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